Yakima County Fire District 12– Standard Operating Guidelines

SOG 4-6 – Wildland Fire Preparedness

1. General

1.1 Purpose.  The purpose of this Standard Operating Guideline is to set forth certain guidelines regarding Wildland fire preparedness and operations.

1.2 Scope.  This Standard Operating Guideline shall apply to all members of Yakima County Fire District 12
1.3 Enforcement.  Enforcement of this standard operating guideline is the responsibility of the District’s officers.  Any person deviating from the provisions of this guideline must submit, in writing, within five (5) calendar days an explanation for such deviation to the appropriate Chief Officer.

2. Categories of Wildland Fire Danger

2.1 Red Flag Warning.  This category shall be declared whenever there is a severe hazard of wildland fires including grass, brush, and other natural cover vegetation.

2.2 General Parameters.  The National Weather Service issues red flag warnings   based on weather criteria:

· Winds of 15 miles per hour or greater.

· Humidity of 30 percent or less

· Temperatures of 70 degrees or higher

· Numerous natural cover fires with in the district or surrounding districts.

· Or any combination of the above that presents a significant wildland fire danger

2.3 Fire Weather Watch.   The watch is issued generally 12 to 48 hours in advance of the expected conditions, but can be issued up to 72 hours in advance if the NWS agency is reasonably confident.
2.4 General Parameters.  The general parameters for declaring a fire weather watch are as follows:

· Winds of 10 miles per hour or more.

· Humidity of 50 percent or less.

· Temperatures of 50 degrees or greater.

· A previous wildland fire or fires on that day within the district.

· Any combination of the above that indicates a significantly greater risk than normal for wildland fires.

3. Action Guidelines

Red Flag Warning.  
3.1 Responding officers should be prepared to upgrade dispatch assignments to any area where there is significant fuel load.  Any reports of structures in danger from a wildland fire shall also receive a full structural assignment.

3.2 Moderate Danger.

3.2.1 Personnel should be alert for changing weather conditions, necessitating the upgrade to a higher level of response   

4. Other Considerations

4.1 June 1 to Sept 15 our initial dispatch of apparatus is increased however additional brush units should be requested whenever a working wildfire is confirmed.  
4.2 A water supply should be established as early as possible from nearby fire hydrants or tenders.
4.3 A medical group and rehabilitation group should be established as soon as possible.

4.4 The need for the rotation of firefighters and rehabilitation supplies should be considered early in the incident.
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